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CD: Did you have any awareness of tension between Japan and the United 
States? 


AH: Oh yes, it happened that, oh gosh , for six months at least. 


CD: Stop <<interruption>> 


00:28 
CD: What was your awareness of the rising tensions? 


<<plane interruption>> 


AH: didn't happen. Yeah the uh - 


02:36 
CD: Do you remember the day of the sixth? Where you where? 


AH: The day of the sixth? Yes, I was ashore in Honolulu on Saturday and there 
was a Ship's baker, from the uh the battleship Nevada, and I were, we had a few 
drinks in a bar in uh Honolulu, on Hotel Street and then later, I don;t know 
where we went but uh, went to some restaurant and had a dinner and a had a 
few more drinks after that and then I returned to the ship. Uh, it so happened 
that uh later the same individual i'd seen in the hospital, that was, uh pretty well 
mangled up, below his waistline, his legs. That uh, a bomb had come down 
through the superstructure of the Nevada, so pretty well had him messed up. I 
didn't even bother to speak to him because he was in such agony, and uh, I just 
walked by. Couldn't, couldn't talk to him. No. And that was my saturday night in, 
in Honolulu and the next morning, you want me to go on into this? The attack? 
(4:09) The next morning, I got up. Sunday mornings we were allowed to sleep in 
thirty minutes, and uh, so I don't know it was about six, six-thirty , quarter to 
seven I got up went to the chow line got me a tray of food and had just sat down 
at a mess table when it sounded like somebody had uh, boat cock-swain had 
rammed his boat against the side of the ship. And uh, I took little notice of it. 
Short time later, I don't know. Four or five seconds later, we heard two more. And 
I remarked to somebody, some boat coxswain sure going to catch hell from 
officer of the deck, the OD, for banging is boat against the side of the ship, and 
uh, it so happened that chief gunner's mate was passing through the area at the 
time looked out through one of the portholes and he says “ Hell that's the Japs 
and it's the real thing” and about that time general alarm went off. I and a spoon 
of cereal, dry cereal about this position, I dropped it, never taking a bite, went to 
my general quarters station . And I up the number one hatch, I found one 
individual, seen one individual that was hunkered behind the uh port leg of the 
forward tripod mast, and uh, apparently trying to keep away from being strafed. 
Uh, I started up through the superstructure, I looked over toward Fort Island, 
toward the sea plane ramps, I'd seen bombs bursting over there. (06:14) Fires a 
lot of smoke. And uh continued on up into my, my uh range finder area, which 
was Sixty-five feet above the water line above the pilot house, one level above the 
pilot house. And uh, it was a clear view of the entire harbor. I could see nearly 
everything. Well my range finder was main battery and this was an air operation. 
So I put the rangefinder in commission right quick, but as I, just as I, come up 
over the deck started toward the rangefinder the trainer of my range finder 
squatted down behind the pedestal and he yelled at me to duck. And just run and 
dove head along into the shield of the rangefinder. And after we, after I got the 
rangefinder in operation we got back out on deck, and there was two tracks 
across the deck of red lead in the grey deck and bright steel in the middle of the 
red lead, where bullets had hit . So I figured he kind of saved my neck with his 
yell. (07:40) Uh, other than that we had nothing to do, but just watch horrible 
mess that was taking place. And it was grim i'll tell you. I recall, well in those 
days we were wearing white shorts and t-shirts, as uniform of the day. And I 
recall being cold. Here it is in the tropics, but I was cold. And I was mad and I 
was Shaking. And uh, I was looking right at the Arizona when she blew up. I can 
recall geysers four and five times as tall as the fighting tops of the battleships. 
Torpedoes would hit them, I seen the destroyer Shaw blow up in the floating dry 
dock. Made a fireworks display that you'll never in your life see the likes of 
again. Uh and, I observed several planes that we took under fire. They dropped 


two torpedoes at the Detroit. One missed our stern by about ten or fifteen feet 
and ran up on the beach at Fort Island. And the other one, and they didn't launch 
it, the plane came in toward our, the forward part of our ship, and our fifty 
caliber machine guns were peppering him so badly that he veered off without 
dropping his fish. And uh, the uh -- 


09:31 
<<plane interruption>> 


10:02 
CD: Ok, you were talking about the Japanese plane that didn't drop the torpedo 


10:06 

AH: Yeah, he uh, veered off over the Whitney and uh, I think he dropped his fish 
but it just run afoul, didn't strike anything. At least it missed us. My trainer, well 
we had a forward three-inch gun, one level below and forward of the pilot house, 
that when it fired aft it blew the portholes covers off the side of the rangefinder 
training, er, shield. And uh, my trainer, he glanced out of one of them and he was 
watching this plane come in from Pearl City toward the fore part of the ship and 
he leaned over on me and put his fingers in his ears and I said, “Vole, what is it?” 
he didn't answer for some period of time, and all at once her took is fingers and 
out and looked again, he says, “that was the biggest goddamn torpedo I ever 
seen in my life” and uh, that was the one that out fifty caliber machine guns 
apparently , uh, warded off, and uh, I do think that he dropped the fish, but it uh, 
it passed near a boatload of sailors returning to their ships, and the like, and I 
don't know whatever happened to it, it didn't not blow up to my knowledge. 
(11:40) We uh, had nothing to do in the main battery rangefinder since it was 
uh, for surface action and this was all anti-aircraft. So after a while I requested 
permission to go below and give a hand on the anti-aircraft battery, to transport 
ammunition, or whatever. To give us something to do. Because Vole and I, 
<<can't understand>> and I had not a thing to do but watch it blow up. I'm 
telling you, that was, that was plain hell. Uh, so they said no we're preparing to 
get underway and they utilized my rangefinder for providing navigational ranges 
when entering or leaving port during special sea detail, so they had set the 
special sea detail, and uh, they wouldn't let me secure it. So uh, we uh, got 
underway finally from Fox thirteen our mooring berth, we turned around in East 
Lock, normally we would circle Fort Island to exit the harbor, but this particular 
day we didn't. We turned round in east lock and uh we were flagship of the 
destroyer battles for-, destroyers battle force. That uh, Admiral Milo F Dreymer, 
was uh, rear Admiral Milo F Dreymer was uh in command. (13:30) They ordered 
us back to our berth, we tied up again, without benefit of tugs. Normally we 
required two tugs to berth and uh so the skipper took us back in, into our 
mooring booth. 


13:47 
<<plane interruption>> 


14:20 


CD: So you come back into your - 


14:21 

AH: We went back into our berth, tied up again, and Admiral Dreymer was made 
commander of Task Force One. This was the first time a task force had been 
formed in the Navy, uh, and especially in war, wartime, since we already were at 
war, we hadn't declared it yet, but we were there, and uh, Admri -. Admiral 
Dreymer he was made task, commander Task Force One, with instructions to 
leave the harbor and investigate the Northwest coast of the island of Oahu for 
the possibility of a landing of enemy troops. And then to seek out and engage the 
enemy. Well we'd done just that. It took us forty-five, well we were tied up about 
forty-five minutes at the dock or at the berth. We left the harbor about, about 
twelve o'clock, maybe a few minutes before twelve and we steamed out that 
harbor at twenty knots out through the channel at normally progressed at eight 
knots. And uh, there was three light cruisers went out, there was the Phoenix, 
the Saint Louis, and the Detroit. And all of us I think had torpedoes fired at us as 
we Cleared the harbor and we managed to evade them. We got message that uh, 
from one of the patrolling destroyers that torpedoes were on the way toward us. 
So the skipper took evasive action and about four or five minutes later there was 
two detonations on the horizon where end of run detonations had destroyed the 
torpedoes. (16:35) So we missed that. We checked out the coastline and there 
was no, no invasion. And then we formed up with aircraft carrier Enterprise that 
had just come back from Wake Island and delivering some airplanes and some 
marine pilots out there. We uh, steamed for, well into Wednesday afternoon, 
about sixteen hundred or four o'clock in the afternoon we returned to Pearl 
Harbor. And uh, the fires were all out as we entered Pearl, but my god the 
devastation. Ships that were damaged and capsized and the like. A horrible thing 
to observe. There was a lot of oil in the water. We'd seen a few bodies, as we 
came back in, floating here and there. And we went back to our normal berth at 
Fox Thirteen. Tied up and commenced, the only, in my naval career of twenty-one 
years, the only all hands evolution, that I ever seen truly an all hands evolution. 
And that was stripping ship of everything we did not need for war time purposes. 
Taking off our target ammunition and replacing it with service ammunition. And 
uh, this went on from the time we tied up and secured special sea detail right 
through the night All night long and uh, we took on stores and provisions , we 
filled every coffer down , and uh, manhole that we could find that was a void, a 
void tank, and uh, and this went on until, well noon the next day. Refueling ship 
and the like. All in total darkness. (19:11) and uh, the uh, evening meal on the 
tenth of December was the first meal I had eaten since saturday night in 
Honolulu. I was in such a state of shock that I couldn't eat anything. They 
brought, when we were at sea and uh they general's orders condition, they bring 
sandwiches and coffee around. I recall I took a sandwich, I had to force one bite 
down and I gave the sandwich to somebody else. Uh, coffee, one sip and had to 
force myself to swallow that. Just in, in such a state of shock I, I couldn't eat. 
Well, that evening the tenth of December I sat down at the mess table and ate my 
first meal, and I lost ten pounds in three days, and I didn't have ten pounds to 
loose in those days. Yeah, the uh, as soon as I had sat down at the mess tables, 
the mess deck, somebody had, topside had dropped a six inch target projectile, 


sand loaded projectile on the deck, on the steel deck, there was two-hundred to 
three-hundred people sitting at mess tables on benches, all of the bolted up right 
and tipped the benches over. You never heard such a clatter in all your life. Yeah, 
there wasn't a person left, that wasn't standing upright. Yeah. And uh, then later 
that night something happened, I don't know what it was now, there was a, uh 
boatswain mate second class back in the, one of the engineering spaces near 
were we had our avi-, aviation gasoline tank, and uh, somebody dropped 
something on deck and this boatswain mate baled out his, his bunk yelling, 
“torpedo, torpedo.” Yeah, there was some mighty fragile nerves in those days I'll 
tell you. 


21:51 
CD: I was wondering if we could o back a little bit, to you watching the attack ? 


AH: Yeah. 


CD: What's going on? Could you describe the Arizona when it was hit? What you 
Saw. 


22:03 

AH: I'd seen several planes dive on the Arizona, and I can't say that I'd seen the 
bombs as they hit, actually they weren't bombs they were projectiles, armor 
piecing projectiles that they had modified and rigged up, but at first when, when 
I observed the explosion, my god that was one tremendous explosion I thought is 
was an oil tank over behind the sub base until I took a second look, and I realized 
that no it was the Arizona. I didn't know it was the Arizona at the time, but knew 
it was one of our battleships. And uh, so uh, it's, it's something to think that you, 
the blink of an eye that uh eleven-hundred seventy-seven people have been killed 
like that. You know. So horrible feeling. I uh, that still lives in my memory, boy I'll 
tell you. I can't, I can't describe it's just a, a god awful horrible feeling 


23:36 
CD: Do you remember your thoughts when you saw that? When you realized it 
was the Arizona? 


23:42 

AH: Well I, I didn't know that that many men had been killed in that instant, but I 
knew that the ship had exploded. And uh, I don't know, it's just, there was so 
much going on. We were being strafed, and uh, so many airplanes in the air. We 
shot down one and uh assisted in shooting down a couple of others. The one of 
which crashed into the seaplane tender Curtis we assisted with the rally and 
bringing that down. 


24:30 
<<interruption - noise in hallway>> 


25:33 
CD: Ifyou could describe again what you saw with Arizona? 


25:35 

AH: Well, let me put it this way, Vilmer Dates my trainer in the rangefinder and I 
had exited the rangefinder shield and we were standing out on deck looking 
directly at the Arizona, and I thought it was a oil tank, over behind the 
submarine base that had been hit . That was just for the first instant, and then I 
realized almost simultaneously that it was one of our battleships. I didn't know 
that it was the Arizona, but I knew that it was one of our battleships and that was 
the damnedest explosion that you'll ever see. The, well no doubt you've seen 
pictures of it, the fire and smoke went several, several hundred feet in the air, 
and uh, just to think that uh eleven-hundred seventy-seven hundred lives were 
snuffed in a matter of , in the blink of an eye, is hard to take. And uh, still uh, we 
observe things, Dates and I, we uh, I still recall seeing torpedoes hitting the 
battleships, and geysers every-time a torpedo would hit, a geyser three or four- 
hundred feet high, would- water would spring up. And uh, it, it just, it's beyond 
description in many respects. It was plain hell. (27:50) I still can't put it out of 
my mind. The, what I seen happen that day. I don't know, I don't know how to 
describe it. We did, as I've said before, took, we took several airplanes under fire, 
we Shot one down, that we got credit for. Another we uh assisted the rally, 
between the two of us we put the airplane into the side of the seaplane tender 
Curtis, which was a, over on the Pearl City side of us. And uh, the uh, it was 
shortly after that, that, well actually when we first got underway before we 
turned around we got underway from Berth Fox Thirteen. And a flight of 
horizontal bombers came over dropped torpedoes, dropped bombs at us. We 
were straddled by bombs that missed the ship but they put mud from the harbor 
bottom on our weather deck. Yeah, yeah. So I was in a mighty, mighty lucky ship. 
The Detroit , to my knowledge never took a shot or a torpedo from the enemy. We 
managed to go throughout he entire war, to my knowledge without sustaining 
any damage or any casualties. I left the Detroit long before the war was over, but 
I've kept track of her history and uh, she was a very, very lucky ship. And a very 
active ship 


